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SAN FERNANDO V ALLEY SOCIETY

OcCTOBER 2017

P.O. Box 16561, ENcINO , CA 91416 -6561
sfvbromeliad.homestead.com sanfernandovalleybs@groups.facebook.com

Elected OFFICERS& Volunteers
Pres:Bryan Chan & Carole Scott V.P.:John Martinez Secy:Leni Koska Treas:Mary Chan Membership:Joyce Schumann
Advisors/Directors:Steve Ball, Bryan Chan, Richard Kaz fp Sunshine ChailGeorgia Roiz,
Refreshmentsvacant Facebookvacant Web:Mike Wisnev, Editors:Mike Wisnev & Mary K.,  Snail Mail: Nancy P-Hapke

next meetingsaturday October 7, 2017 @ 10:00 ém

Sepulveda Garden Centel6633Magnolia Blvd. Encino, California 91316

AGENDA 11:15- Refreshment Break and Show and Tell

9:307 SETUP& SOCIALIZE Will the following members please pfide

10:00 - Door Prizei one member who refreshments this montlDavid Bassani, Ron

arrives before 10:00 gets a Bromeliad Behar, Kaz Benadom, Jeanette Bond, Pat Byrne,
10:05-Welcome Visitors and New Members. Mary Chan and anyone else who has a snack they
Make announcements and Introduce Speaker would liketoshare.l f you candt cor
10:151 SpeakeNels Christianson month dondt stay awayé.
ABromeliads of Central andastern Brazib time you come

N Nels loves photography
and really knows his
subject matter. He
loves plants and has a
| collection of more than
500 Bromeliads, cacti
and succulents staged
. and growing in his own
. pottery. Traveling to
Latin America more
than 5 times hehas
become fluent in

Nels Christianson 6-11-11 Spanish anéortuguese
as well as English and a little Frencht home in
the USA he studied Political Sci., Hispanic
Civilization, and Latin American StudiedHe also
studied Brazilian literature at a university in Brazil.
In hisspare time he judges poetry and several of his
poems about nature have been publisbed. n rigs
this meeting! <>

See Al nteresBraalonfpaged ab eupi Meeting is oved Drive safely

Feed The Kitty

I f you dondét contribute
please make a small donation(teed the Kkitty jar)

on the table; this helps fund the coffee breaks.

11:30- Show and Tellis our educational part of
the meeting Members are encouraggmbring one
or more plantsYou may not have a pristine plant
but you certainly hava question about one.

11:457 Mini Auction: members can donate plants
for auction, or can get 75% of proceeds, with the
remainder to the Club

12:007 Raffle: Pleae bring plants to donate and/or
buy tickets. AImost everyongoeshome with new
treasures!

12:157 Help us,Pick Up around your area
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Mary k istaking a look back athe September meetiggé .

We had a great meeg. Cristy Brenneis a great speaker and photographer with a fantastic presentation.
Great food donations frodaryk, Mohamed ETawansy, Barbara Wynn, Bob Wright, Tom Lucero, Ana
Wisnev, Wendie Fisher, NaneyHapke Cristy Brenner and etsuyaour visitor from Japan. Shown-Tell
plants were brought in yeter Spezaile, Maryk, Mohamed EdwansyleniKoska Bob Wright, Mike

Wisney Ray VanVeeandNancy TheRaffle plants were provided biyeter Spezaile, Leni, Bassani, Tom
Lucero, Georgia Ria, Nancyand Marykand we had a large donation of plants from Alan L.ewyember of

the LaBallona Bromeliad Society. Bob Wrightgave a brief recap of hBSI conference visit to Florid&he
backyard picnic and holiday brunch were discussed. bra@ys interested in the Bromeliad Bus trip on Oct 28
you can contact MaryK atngo676@aol.corar 8187054728. <>

Announcements

- Auction PlantsT At the October meeting waill haveauctionplants from Bob Frie manés col | ec

- Library - Just a reminder that SFVBS has a small but useful Library of past issues of the

AJournal of th B ubimne IsBrandliadBSpaetty dntermational (BSI).

The latest issue has articles on the 2018 Conferénbew Dyckia, Bromeliad Systematics, and a Pretoria
Garden Tour, plus others with titles too long to list here. See Joyce at the membership table to check out an
issue. Check it out one month, bring it back the next. See you at the next niedtyog Schumann

- SFVBS Backyard Picnic Saturday, October ¥4 at the home of Mary and Bryan Chan, 10571
Odessa Ave., Granada HillEverybody is welcome to arrive as early as 3pm and we plan to eat around 5pm.
This is a potluck event. We are thinking about incorporating live music as well. Please RSVP as soon as
possible, so that we can have an idea on how many to ex@mtome@aol.coror (818) 3661858

- Participation Rewards SysteinThis is a reminder that you will be rewarded for participatiomda

ShowN- Tell plant, raffle plants, and Refreshments and you will be rewarded with a Raffle ticket for each
category. <>

Membership Dues
NEED TO RENEWfor 2018% ¢ &

Pay at the meeting to: Membership Chaifi Joyce Schumann or Treasurer- Mary Chan
or Mail to: SFVBS membership, P.O. Box 16561 Encino, CA 914166561

Yearly Membershipues $10.00for monthlye-mail newsleters or$15.00for snail mail
Please Put These Dates on Your Calendar

Here is our 2017 Calendar. As our schedule is
please review our website and email notices befolénggour plans for these dates.

o)

Saturday November 4 Pam Koide
Saturday December 2 Holiday Brunch
Saturday January 6, 2018 STBA
SaturdayFebruary 32018 STBA
SaturdayMarch 3 2018 STBA
SaturdayApril 7, 2018 STBA
SaturdayMay 5, 2018 STBA

STBA = Speaker To Be Announced

Speakerset us know if you have any ideas for Speakers about Bromeliads or any similar topics?
We are always looking for an interesting speaker. If you hear of someone, please notify
John Martinezohnwm6425@gmail.comor Bryan Chan bcbrome@aol.com<>
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Interesting Facts About Brazil

Brazil i s world f amous¢s
footballand the Rio De Janerio beaché®wever,
the main land characteristic of Brazil is the | —

-

extensive Amazon Rainforest in the north and t -,.f:'a_}““ e
hilly and low mountainous region in the south. e ¥ 1
Most of the agricultural population of Brazil, as '

well as the agricultural base is in the south.

Brazil is the lagest country in Latin America. It is
the fifth largest country in the world, in terms of
area as well as population. It has a total territory of about 8,514,876.599 square kilometers. Tt
coastline of the country is about seven thousand three hundrstkgnseven (7367) km to the
east.

Other than these, many archipelagotuster of islands come under the territory &razil. The
entire Atlantic coast is home to several mountain ranges, some reaching up to nine thousand 1
hundred (9500) feet in height.

The chief rivers in Brazil are the Amazon, Parana, lgacu and the Negro, Xingu, Madeira,
Tapajos and Sao Francigeers. To the south, it is bordered by Uruguay, Argentina and
Paraguay. Itis bound by Peru and Bolivia to the west. It is bound by Colombia to the northwe:

Brazil has been a Colony, an Empire, a Republic and has been under the Militaryistbeldy

a democratic nationThe capital of Brazil is Brasilia. It is a presidential representative
democratic republic according to the constitution of 1988. The north of Brazil is about forty five
percent of the total surface of Brazil. However, it i tegion with the least population and is
basically an under developed and under industrialized zone. The areas of Manaus and Belem
developed places and house a tax free industrial zone and are the biggest metropolitan area i
region respectivelyThe North East area has about one third of Brazil's total population. This
region is the poorest region in Brazil. The important cities in the Northeast area are the Salvac
Fortaleza and Recife.

The richest regions in Brazil are the Southeast areas. These areas are also more populated th
any others in Brazil. This area has more inhabitants than any country in South Amesica. It i
home to one of the largest mega polis in the entire world. The biggest cities in this area are Ri
de Janeiro and Sao Paolo. Sao Paolo is the business center of this area. Rio de Janeiro is fan
for its beaches and the Espirito Santo coast.



Member phOtOS O . Mike stumbled across this at the Huntington a

couple months ago 2 stunning. Itis 7illandsia reuteri ., first found by Prof. Rauh in
1970 and later described by him. It grows in the mountains in northern Peru.

Tillandsia reuteri




Below isVriesea giganteal kept waiting for the flowers to open, and they never
did. |1 wondered if they were nocturnal and checked at midnight and still no joy.
Mike emailed Derek Butcher, who suggest 2 a. m. He was right!

Vrieseagigantean




Taxonomic Tidbits 2 Pollent Part 1

By Mike Wisnev (mwisnev@gmail.com)

San Fernando Valley Bromeliad Society Newsletter 2October 2017

What is pollen? That is, besides the fact it gives a lot of us hay fever in the
spring. The first part of this article is about pollen and plant reproduction,

and thus really i sn®t taxonomy, w hsteadh |
it is basic botany, and most of it applies to all flowering plants. The second

part of this article is about the role pollen plays in taxonomy.

Pollen Basics

This article will only provide the basics, hopefully some of interest. Any

college level textbook will have a lot more, maybe even an entire chapter.

Almost everything in this section of the article is taken from a few pages of

the third edition of a 2003 -Amlhtlodugtien t e x
i nto Pl ant Bi ol damgs’Mabsgth, wWhoadsfabls® sscaatus and
succulent expert.

Poll en is sort of | i ke the pl ant equi va
accurate 2 it is arguably more complex. Technically, pollen is a spore and it
produces sperm. Pollen is pretty small 2 we are barely able to see a single

pollen grain. Here is one blown up.

Hohenbergia capitata

Photo by Dr. Heidemarie Halbritter

Not much to it, is there? It just seems to

be a fairly smooth (psilate in pollen

jargon) surface (exine) with some odd

shaped ends. These tweends are pores,

and it appears there are only two of them
(diporate). In Hohenbergia, ~the pol
grains are usually diporate or sometimes
3to6-por at e, with exine o
Leme in J Brom Soc 60(4): 151157. 2010.

polar proximal view / Photographer: Halbritter, Heidemarie
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Unless noted otherwise, every pdlen photograph in this article was taken by

Dr. Heidemarie Halbritter, who is a coauthor of An Illustrated Handbook of

Pollen Terminology , a textt h at defines over 300  wi de
pollen terms. That might give you a sense of how big a topic this can be for

some botanists. The pictures are found on the Palynological Database

operated by the University of Vienna. https://www.paldat.org/ Amazingly,

this site has over 24,000 pollen pictures of about 2800 species in over 1340

genera! The photos were taken from a scanning electron microscope.

How big are these pollen grains? You see the scale at the bottom of each
picture. This shows 10u, which means 10 microns or 10 micrometers. A
micron is one 2millionth of a meter. One inch is 25,400 microns. One site
says 40 microns is visible to the naked eye (and 5 microns can be felt with
your fingertip), so pollen grains are just bigger than the minimum size for
some of us to see, although not any details.

Flower parts. Pollen is created in the anthers, which is part of the stamen.
Different plants have different numbers of stamen, and some flowering plants
don®t have any. However, al most al | br
exception being those species that separate male and female flavers.

Below are three pictures of Puya stenothrysa.



