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SOCIETY

Elected OFFICERS& Volunteers

Pres:Mike Wisnev V.P.: John Martinez

SecretaryLeni Koska TreasurerMary Chan

MembershipJoyce Schumann Advisors/Directors:Steve Ball, Bryan Chan, Rchard Kaz i fp, Mary K. Carroll
Sunshine ChairGeorgia Roiz,RefreshmentsGisela Miller, Web: Mike Wisnev, FaceBookRoger Cohen

Editors:Mike Wisnev & Mary K.,

Snail Mail: Nancy P-Hapke

next meeting:Sat.Aug 8, 2016 @ 10:00 am

SepulvedaGarden Center (SGC)

AGENDA

9:307 SETUP& SOCIALIZE
10:00 - Door Prizei arrive before 10:00
10:05 - Welcome Visitors

10:15- IntroduceSpeaker: Andy Siekkinen
Program Tillandsias of Mexico: habitats and habits

The most numerous and
diverse group of
bromeliads in Mexico are
the Tillandsias.They
occupy a wide range of
habitats and climates and
have many curious ways
to survive in harsh
conditions. This talk will
look at some of these
plants in the context of
where they grow and how
they are adapted to their
unigue circumstances.
Elevation, rainfall,
suitable substrates,
orientation of exposure, all
are important and
influence where a spes can grow and what are its
challenges.There is much to think about and learn
from plants that are both rare and common, and some
explanations why (both in cultivation and in habitat)
they are either rare or common.

Andy has been traveling and stuay the bromeliads
(especially the Hechtia) of Mexico for nearly 7 yéars
including just finishing a trip to study the Hechtias of
the Baja California Peninsula.

16633Magnolia Blvd.

Encino, California 91316

He has been doing his research at San Diego State
University and will be starting a graduategtee in

Botany at Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden
/Claremont Graduate UniversityVithin the nexftew
weeks before college he will squeeze tal& in Florida
and another whirlwind trip back down to Baja
California. He is currently working on the dafptions

of over a dozen new species of Hechtia, Tillandsia, and
Pitcairnia (with dozens more new species that he needs
to wait for flowers in order to publish) and has been
studying the evolutionary relationships using some of
the newest genetic techniegl

11:15- Refreshment Break- Will the following
members please provide refreshments this month:
Colleen Baida, Mary k.,Wesley Batera, Dave

Bassani, Kaz Benadoand anyone else who has a

snack they would liketoshare | f you canodt
contributethismnt h dondét stay away
shack next time you come.

Feed The Kitty-i f you dondét contr

refreshment table, please make a small donation to
(feed the kitty jay on the table; this helps fund the
coffee breaks

11:30- For Show and Tell: please bring a plant

11:457 Mini Auction: members contribute

12:0071 Raffle: We need each member to donate

12:15- Pick Up around your area

12:307 Meeting is oved Drive Safely <>

Extreme heati Mist your Tillandsias frequently
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To the right
Tillandsia rhodocephala ASB78

photo by:Andy Siekkinen

Photo by maryk

Billbergia (spectacular
color)

Orobrecratdi i 6 X e wprh e mi 3
Very large plant, Leaves areabout

3 Otall and the pendentextendsover 120




Announcements

T Happy AugustBirthday to: Bob Friedman Aug &' i John MartinezAug 16" i
Steve Ball Aug 28 and Mary Chan
Let Joyceknow your DOB so we can say Happy Happy to you when thedomes.

1 Saturday & Sunday, August 6 & 7 - South Bay Bromeliad Society Sdlgrections to Show & Salat
Rainforest Flora Inc., (RFI) 19121 Hawthorne Blvd. in Torrarggections from Sepulveda Garden Center:
(approx. 25.5 miles & 30 min.[Easton 101 Fwy. / South on 405 Fwy. towards Santa Monica / Exit # 42A at
Hawthorne Blvd. It is a very good show and RFI is always worth sedagy of SFVBS members will go to
that show after our meeting.

1 Saturday & Sunday, August 13 & 14- 9am5pm both days- Annualintercity Show And Saleat the LA

County Arboretum Cactus & Succulents301 North Baldwin Ave., Arcadig CA.

1 Saturday& Sunday August 2021 - Open 9ami 3:00pm Saturdagnd 10:00-3:00 pm Sunday Gregg
DeChirico is holding his closeout Bromeliad and Succulent Plant Salée locations Island View
Nursery,3376 Foothill Rd.Carpinteria CA 93013If you haven't been there before, Enter thru the huge Nurser)
in the front, exit the rear and turn righeregg's nwsery is one ofmany located in the reaAfter the sale he will

also be open by appointmednt a few weeksAs they say "everything must go!" For additional
information contact Gregg attbanut @yahoo.com,

1 Saturday August 20- 11am- 3pm- Donna Marie Bakeris having aone daysaleo f Bi | | Baker o
Bromeliads and Succulents. The address is 18552 Erwin Street, Reseda, CA 91335. F

additional info1-818-344-4856

Bromeliad Bus Trip i _see pagd9 & 20for reservation details

Mosquitoesi At 80 degrees water becomes stagnaabiout4 days. Stagnant water meal®squitos

breeding. They live in the same tropical environments as the outdoor growth of bromeliads and dieeadd wh
temperatures drop below 56lush bromeliads or add fresh water every 3 or 4.days

WOW !I'T Is it reallytime to think about th®ecember Holiday Party? | remember when | first joined the club
in the mid 90s, tbpot luckwas very simple but it served the purpose wittewtfan-fare. This is not rocket
science; the club will provide the basic supplies, meats and beverages. The main thing the catwdssitor
make suggestions akéep track of whoisbrjmi ng what pot | uck di salkozenacakdsh
andcreampies. The membersletermine itheywant decorations, there aseveralpeoplewilling to help. Keep

it simple. Think about it. Bryan will orderthe holiday gift plants.

7 Attendance Bookk Two good reasons to sign iné. 1. Attendan
remain viable. 2. Thatodés how you are noted for
9 Ramblings about Better Growing The editor is looking for information fromlote r me mber s f or t
sure some of you have some growing tips to share about what to do or what not to do; it can be 1 or 2 sentenc

or 4 paragraphs. Member contributions are vital to keep the newsletter interesting and our SFVBS Suivmit
a bromeliad photo of a plant in your collectionl 6 m sure some of you have so
what to do or what not to do; it can be 1 or 2 sentences or 3 or 4 paragraphs

E

CALENDAR
Saturday Sept 3, 2016 Speakei Steve Freke
Saturday Oct 1, 2016 Speakeii Guillermo Rivera
Saturday Nov 5, 2016 Speakeii Woody Minnich
Saturday Dec 3, 2016 Holiday Party
Saturday Jan 7, 2017 First Meeting of the New YearSTBA

STBA = Speaker To Be Announcedpeakers- Let us knowf you have any ideas for Speakers about Bromeliads
or any similar topics? We are always looking for an interesting speaker. If you hear of someone, pleakshnokifartinez
[ohnwm6425@gmail.com
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Really’?' 5 What is a bromeliad?

Having finished a couple articles on that topic recently, | was surprised to find this in the
Jungle Garden. | probably have walked by it at least 20 times, without giving it a glance.
But then it bloomed in June, and it is a bromeliad ? Pitcairia xanthocarpa!

That is PlUya coeruleaon the left.
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Taxonomic Tidbits 2 Aechmea, its subgenera and history-
how does taxonomy work?2 Part 2 -

By Mike Wisnev, SFVBS Preslent (mwisnev@gmail.com)

San Fernando Valley Bromeliad Society Newsletter2 August 2016

Repeated from last month, here is the beginning of the description of Aechmea from
the Smith and Downs Monograph.

“AechmeaRuiz & Pavon, Fl. Peruv. Prodr. 47. 1793; nomen conservandum.

Hoiriri Adanson, Fam. 2: 67, 584. 1763. (TyBeomelia nudicaulid.innaeus.)
Oechmeal. St. Hilaire, Exp. Fam. 1: 103. 1805;graphic variant oAechmea.
Aechmaed@rongniart, Ann. Sci. Nat. Bot. Il. 15: 371. 1841; orthographic variant of

Aechmea.
ChevalieriaGaudichaud, Ad. Voy. Bonite pl. 61, 62. 1843; nomen illegitimum.
PothuavaGaudichaud, Ad. Voy. Bonite p116, 117. 1852; nomen illegitimum.
MacrochordionDe Vriese, Jaarb. Nederl. Maatsch. Tuinb. for1853: 14. 1853. (Type.

Bromelia tinctoriaMartius.)
HoplophytunBeer, Flora 37: 348. 1854. (Typillbergia rhodocyaned emaire).
Echinostachy®rongniart ex Planchon, Hort. Donat. 25. 1858, non Brongniart 1828;

nomen illegitmum. (Type.E. pinelianaBrongniart.)
LamprococcudBeer, Bromel. 21, 103. 1856. (Lectotygeechmea fulgenBrongniart.)Macrochordium
Beer, Bromel. 22145. 1856; orthographic variant bfacrochordion. Chevalier&audichaud ex Beer,
Bromel. 22, 257. 1856. (Typ€. sphaerocephala

Gaudichaud, Ad. Voy. Bonitep/. 61. 1843.)
OrtgiesiaRegel, Gartenflora 16: 193, pl. 547. 1867. (TyPetillandsioidesRegel.)WittmackiaMez, Mart.
Fl. Bras. 3(3): 179, 274. 1891. (Tyd@romelia lingulata

Linnaeus.)
GravisiaMez, Mart. Fl. Bras. 3(3): 179. 1891, 299. 1892. (TyBmmelia exsudans

Loddi ¢geenshas)sin red addié

Early Genera later combined into Aechmea Th ere are lots of strange names, such as
Chevalieria, Pothuava, Macrochordion, Lamprococcus and Ortgiesia.l listed the five
above in particular, since they are now names for five of the eight Aechmea subgenera.

They were described from 184367 by Gaudichaud, Beer or Regal. Each of these, and
others in italics, is a genus described earlier that has now been referred todechmea.

Given all that one can find on the internet, | suspect these publications are available
online somewhere. I did find the Beer

pu
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the others publications since they are probably in French or German - they may be
available on the web, or perhaps at the Huntington.

Below is A orlandiana. Itis in subgenus Aechmea. It is one of my favorite species,
along with its many cultivars.

So | don®t k now individadls toadescribeghiese ndwaenera, or how
they got these names. However, based on later descriptions of the respective
subgenera, one can make an educated guess, although it is possible that later botanists
focused on different features than desaibed in the original descriptions.

Bromeliad Monographs. Some of these genera were first described by J. G. Beer. Beer
was the Director of the Berlin Botanical Garden and wrote the first bromeliad

monograph in 1856. Called Die Familie der Bromeliaceen, it describes about 275
species and is 271 pages long. It is actually on the web, but is in German.
http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/52630#page/15/mode/lup.



http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/52630#page/15/mode/1up

| also found what seems to be the second monograph on Bromeliads, which is in

English, and lists most of the current Aechmeasubgenera. John Gilbert Baker at the

Kew Gardens wrote the Handbook of the Bromeliaceae? it was published in 1889.

Only 243 pages Ing, it describes 31 genera and about 800 species, more than double of
the estimated species only six years ear/|l
doubt this is far short of the number t ha
author - he also wrote at least four other handbooks for plant families 2 those named

after irises, amaryllis, ferns and lilies.

Another major monograph of Bromeliads was started around the same time by Dr Carl

Mez, a German botanist. Apparently, numerous edtions were published between 1891

and 1935. His first complete one, in 1896, listed 45 genera, and was a mere 990 pages.
http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=hvd.32044106471550;view=1up;seq=10Hlis final

one, in 1935 with 49 genera, was much shorter, only 667 pages, but it has much smaller
print. http://bibdigital.rjb.csic.es/ing/Libro.php?Libro=592 But both are in Latin! So, |
won®t be discussing his work except to th

It seems Mez®s works have been much more
It reveals it has a | ot I|Imaeerseenlothof papermat i on
mentioning Mez, yet until doing this art.i
Monograph is quite revealing here. The list of literature cited in the Introduction
doesn®t mention Baker ®s Ha n dHowevér, the verylrste r ®
three sentences of the Introduction to the S&D Monograph state:

~Car | Mez monographed the Bromj)=ackac
brought order out of near taxonomic chaos and his system was basically so sound
that the changes embodied here are largely quantitative. Even the few changes

that | have made to in his system are largely due to the flood of material that was
unavailable or subsequent to him.?*°

Below is A seideliana. While its leaves look nothing those of A orland iana, pictured
above, the form of its inflorescence seems quite similar. Is it in the same subgenus?
No, it belongs in subg. Ortgiesia, which is known for its connate sepals.


http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=hvd.32044106471550;view=1up;seq=101
http://bibdigital.rjb.csic.es/ing/Libro.php?Libro=592

Of course, Smith and Downs is the most recent Monograph, mentioned in virtually
every Taxonomic Tidbits article in our Newsletter. This three volume Monograph was
published from 1974 -79 and consists of a 64 page introduction followed by roughly
2300 pages botanical descriptions of genera and species with virtually no narrative.

Combining earlier genera. Before continuing with the subgenera descriptions, used as
a proxy to guestimate why the original genera were created, it is worth focusing on a
more I mportant feature of Baker ®s Hanedboo|

other genera into Aechmea. What caused him to do this?

Baker had in fact combined these genera intoAechmeai n 1879 when he p
Synopsis of the Genus4Echmea, R!8Bt °he didn®t provide m
this Synopsis, and had even Iss in his Handbook a decade later.

! See Journal Botany, British and Foreign. Vol VIII. Note he did use the term AHEthem@aand E were actually one connected

letter.
https://books.google.com/books?id=ufwWAAAAYAAJI&pg=PA166&Ipg=PA166&dq=synopsis+of+the+genus+Aechmea,+Brown&sc
e=bl&ots=iYCIShI6nR&sig=f0l49hiN2L9WN UgEiIMyv47Q&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CBOQ6AEWAGOVChMIBKZTVF
NjCh2yygpn#v=onepage&q=synopsis%200f%20thges%20Aechmea%2C%20Brown&f=false



