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FaceBook:Barry Landau Directors: Steve Ball, Bryan Chan, Richard Kazi fp, Dave Bassanip

Next Meeting: Saturday August 1, 2015

Sepulveda Garden Center
16633Magnolia Blvd. Encino, California 91318 GENDA

9:307 SETUP& SOCIALIZE focused orthe Orthophytums and Hohenbergias,
10:00 - Door Prizei for members who butthere will also be some awesome shots of
arrive before 10:00 Tillandsias as well as some of the Aechmeas and

10:05-Welcome Visitors and New Members. Encholiriums.

Make announcements and Introd@eeaker Interested in Touring Cuba with Andy ?
10:15- SpeakerAndy Siekkinen Pleaseseeannouncementsext page
iBromeliads and Biodi Yl:?[St R%frlesﬁmgnt Brlealpand @h(r)waém%i 'Ile:III 0

Andy has spoken to our Will the following membes please provide refreshments
this month: Gregg DeChirrico, Mohamed El-
{ the last few years. Andy Tawansy, Larry Farley, Bob Friedman, Steve
, § o Freize, Mardy Graves, Dana Groina, Nancy Hapke
jl represents our region in and anyone else who has a snack they would like to
(& the Bromeliad Society of share.] f you cano6t cohars@t but e
America (BSI). He is a away just bring a snack next time you come.
chemist with a special Questions about refreshments? Call Mary K
love of plants. (8187054728. Leave a messageshe will call back.
Feed The Kitty
I f you dondét contribute to
make a small donath to the(feed the kitty jar) on the
table; this helps fund the coffee breaks.
11:30-Show and Tell- educational part of the meeting
11:457 Mini Auction: members contribute
12:0071 Raffle: We need each member to donate
12:15- Pick Up around your area
12:3071 Meeting is Oveii Drive Safely

club severatimes over

He has been exploring

- Mexico for about 6 years
now searching for bromeliads in habit#t. addition to
the extensive field work, right now he is also doing
genetic research on the Hechtias.

His talk will cover the recerBromEvo confererce
he attended in Brazéndabout the two regions of
the country that he wable to visit Focusing on
therichness of biodiversity in Brazil and the So. Bay Bromeliad Shovi many of us will go after
variations in natural populationg.hat visit mostly this meeting. Directons to follow on the next page.
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President s Message

Ana and | were out of town in June but | ieshto say a few words about the May show and salas Ihappy
to see many of you at the annual show, and even happier for all the help.

Chris and Bryan help set up on Thursd8yyan and Mary Chan were there the entire time, starting Friday
before he show, with a great indoor exhibit, and selling plants outaiu helping out all over the plac®ary
C.al so gets all the har di kadostkherivi t h t he Treasur ¢

Many thanks to Artie and Joyce for looking out for our club and makisffjordable. Mary k did a lot of work
getting things organized before the show with all the tiny details like table clothes, organizing showroon
flyers and all the small details that are never sé&&@z drove from Simi to help in the kitchen buta s n 6 t
needed.Mary K. had an unbelievable Tillandsia exhibit insideichard Kazput together great Dyckia and
Hechtia exhibit outsidevith additional contributions frorBryan, Steve and ChrisKim Thorpe donated a
number of Bromeliads that werdftad and some in the salehich really helped our profit marginthanks
very much. Kathleen Misko donated tillandsian choa wood which sold welMary C and Ana were helping
out with the raffle.Leni and Mary K were insideith the exhibit almost athe timeeducating visitors about
bromeliads.Steve Ball and éxhibitedplants, as didryan,Chris, Don Kathleen, Kim,Leni andRichard
Bryan, Richard, Don Misumi, and Michael & Terral Matsumoto sold plants and manned the salesBigoth
SteveRudolph andNancywerethere helping out where ever needéthncyandMary C. helpedKathleen

o
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Kim and Rogewith the Kids Day activitiesRogers videoed our Bromeliads which we will see at a later dx
| 6m sure | mi ssedmpdptiogiesanduhbnks fdr yourpetpd o u't

| hear | missed a great program by Guillermo in June. Mike Wisnev
Announcements

1 The July meeting was canceled due to tHadependenceHoliday

1 Touring Cuba with Ardy at the end of August Andy has a tour companyeading botanically themed
vacations. If you are interested in the 11 day trip, contact

Eagle Eye AdventureGvww.eagleeyeadventures.coin http://siekkinenar.wix.com/eagleeyeadventures

1 Directions to South Bay Bromeliad Show & Sabs Sat & Sun August 2& 3 at Rainforest Flora Inc.,

(RFI) 19121 Hawthorne Blvd. in TorrancBirections from Sepulveda Garden Center: (approx. 25.5 miles
& 30 min.) East on 101 Fwy. / South on 405 Fwy. towards Santa Monica / Exit # 42A at Hawthorne Blvd.

It is a very god show and RFI is always worth seeing
https://www.facebook.com/pages/RainforE&ira-Inc https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0UOMjRS3FE

1 Do you want to join the LA Cactus Club for tXenas celebratiom the evening@ We will discuss and vote
Club Website. 1 Kim set up the web page a few years agonmgto busy to keep it up. Mike hasdgte it

and added someew pages$ike Bromeliad Basics, and another with other sites for those that want to lea
more. Thee is aCalendar pagandthe Newsletter page has all the Newsletters back te2@iad.
http://sfvbromeliad.bmestead.com/index.html

Facebook- Barry has linked our fadeook page to the website; take a look at it when you get a chatxe

announcements continued on page
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Welcome New MembersEddy Sattah, Scott Spreckman, Gloria Vargas, Pat Byrne,
Ana Park, Tom Moore. Please reach out to make them feel welcome.

BirthdaysiT We dondét have

youwr ebiyrotuh dla y nldiPkdge ake apdda t h

of telling Joyceyour birthday at the next meeting or emal her at ropojo@pachbell.net

Happy Belated Birthdays for July i Duke BenadomJuly 1,

Mike WisnevJuly 03 Carole Scoft July 7,

Barry Landauuly 1Q Gloria FriedmanJuly 13 Georgia Roiduly 11, Wesley Barterduly 23and

Ana Wisnewuly 30

Happy Birthday s in August- Bob Friedman will be @B on Aug 05 John Martinez Aug 16

Steve Ball Aug 29 andMary Chan,

Mary K. is taking a look back at

May Festival

- was ahugesuccess To thosew h o

May and June e é.

wereqwd6t ydhermi ssed a ni

SFVBS made a little moneyit was a good place to see all your other ptaahds. A lot of people attended
thefree festival buying plants, books, tools and food; they also enjoyed looking at educational displays,
plants, pottery, reptiles, tortoises and turtl8sindayseveral of our members helped wiitte Kiddie

activities. Of Couse Artie was a great oversgkast yeaitCherylWhite and DavidLee were understudies;
this year they were pros putting on a spectacular event.

We are too small to have a judged show but we had nice Bromeliad displays both inside and ddtioprs.
of our members participated, some a lot all weekend and others for short ptike$as already listed
most of the members who participated but here is a big thank you froiHA&IK YOU! The members
who participated in any manner deserve acknowleggre know who you are. Thank you very much.
Shame on the rest of you for not helpindot everyone is physically capable of helpmg on a special event
like the showbput there are very few excuses for not visiting the shvesvneed your support

June Meeting - Mike wasvacationing
and | had to leave earlyThanks to others
for stepping up. Our speak&uillermo
Rivera,gave a great presetitan as usual.
We look forward to his next visit from
Florida. He has such great data collected
from his tours.Thanks Kathleendr
submitting the photo.

We had 8 visitors, resulting from our efforts

at the May Show, now 4 are new members. ;

Thanks taKathleenandLeni for managing
the kitcherand all the otherg’ho donated
we had somgreat fooddonated for
refreshmentsWOW did we have raffle
plantd We had anazing Raffle Plants

donated by Bryan, Kathleen, Chris, Michagl

Matsumoto, Nancy, Duke, Bob Friedman,

® Bromeliads in

their habitat:
Peru

of the Incas

Richard Morse, Leni and Mary KThis was one of the best raffle tables we have ever ligou purchased
tickets $iould have gone home withgreat plant Mary k passed out plants to the visitors and new members.
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Ramblings about Better Growing the editor is looking for information from other
members for this column. You must have some growing tips to share about what to do or what not to do; it can
be 1 or 2 sentences or 3 or 4 paragraphs. Member contributions are vital to keep the newsletter interesting

and our SFVBS thriving.

Bromeliads have few pestthat damage the plant, the most harmful bensgly bugs and aphids
However, there is one humaest that can thrive in a bromeliad While mosquitos do no damage to the
bromeliad plant, they can be a nuisance.

our annual MOSquito Reminder

TheWyeomyia anduzeeandWyeomyia mitchelliiare keenly adapted to life in bromeliads. Fortunately,
these two species are currently not known to transmit diseases. They are simply a nuisaNgeonthea
are most active during the daytime and are not susceptibigltotime community fogging.

Mosquitos function best at arouB6 degreesand cannot function at all when the temperature drops below
50 degrees. They live in the same tropical environments as the outdoor growth of bromeliads, similarly ide
for year romnd mosquito production.

Washing the bromeliads with a garden hose very regul&Ty4 days )can also reduce mosquito
populations. The pressure will force the eggs out onto the ground, where they cannot survive. It will also
remove the debris. If you eghis method, you must occasionally fertilikermally the bromeliads feed off
the debris.

With diligence and care, you can avoid aiding the rapid production of mosquitos in your back yard. If you
have only a small collection of bromeliads, they ardikety to contribute significant mosquito populations

to the neighborhood. But, if you are a bromeliad enthusiast and your landscape is made up of many tank
forming bromeliads, you may want to consider whether or not mosquitos are a pest problem for you an
your neighbors. If they are, find a management approach that will reduce the population of the mosquitos
a manageable level. If possible, avoid using chemicals so that the ecosystem in your yard will stay healtt
in the long run

Water will becone stagnant in-3 days, attracting mosquitoes. Because we have a lot of Bromeliads and
find it difficult to dump each one, | have found that adding some fresh water twice a week is sufficient to
deter stagnation.Submitted bymarykcarroll

Sources:

Frank, J.H. Bromeliaéhhabiting mosquitoes in Floridéattp://BromeliadBiota.ifas.ufl.edu/mosbrom.htm

FAQOs on RugersQentdr forsVector Biologyttp://wwwrci.rutgers.edu/~insects/mosfag.htm

Bromeliads and Mosquitos<http://www.pinellascounty.org/PublicWorks/mosquito/pdf/bromekadd mosquitecontrol.pdf>

-- Broms in Bloom - Member Plants --

( send us your photos )
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Please Put These Dates on Your Calendar Please Put These
Dates on Your Calendar

Saturday, August 1, 2015 SpeakerAndy Siekkenenfi Bdiversityi n Br azi | 0
Sat & Sun, August 1 & 2, 2015 South Bay Bomeliad Show
Saturday, Sept 5, 2015 SpeakerWoody MinnickfiBromeliads of So. America
Saturday, Oct 3, 2015 SpeakerPam Koiden Ex pl or i ng wi t h
Saturday, Nov 7, 2015 SFVBS Regular meeting STBA
Saturday, Dec 5, 2015 Holiday Meetingi Time ???

STBA = Speaker To Be Announced

Speakers— We have some interesting speakers lined up for the next few months of this year but it is never
to early to start planning for 2016. Let us knowati have any ideas for Speakal®ut Bromeliads or any

similar topics? We are always looking for an interesting speaker. If you hear of someone, please notify Mary
K. at 8187054728 or email rango676@aol.conx>

Taxonomic Tidbits 2
Hechtia My steries at the HBG, Part 2- Hechtia montana

By Mike Wisnev, SFVBS President mwisnev@sbcglobal.nep
San Fernando Valley Bromeliad Society Newsletter 2 August 2015

I f I haven®t mentioned it before, I have done so
Gardens ( HBG°) for the |l ast year or so. I have
got interested in cacti and succulents. When | joined the Bromeliad Club, | was shocked to realize just

how many Bromeliads were in the Cacti Garden at HBG. Most areDyckia, Puya and Hechtia. Many

of them aren®t | abelled, and others are btwhat don®
some of them might be.

| probably could not have picked a genus worse than Hechtia! They are generally not well described,

and all of them are dioecious which means each plant is either male or female unlike the vast

majority of Bromeliads which all have perfect flowers (they have both male and female parts.) Often
the female and male flowers don®t | ook alike. I
look the same. Even worse, manyHechtia have only been described from a male or female flower 2

thus, it is impossible, without going to habitat, to know what the other flower looks like. Sometimes

there is no description of the flower, but only the fruit. So many of the species look alike vegetatively,

that it is extremely unlikely that you can identify one without a flower. Often there is not a single

picture anywhere on the web that I can find of the flower of many species.
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| am happy to report that | have made some headway- With the help of some experts, | have

identified some Hechtia. There is a lot of detective work involved, trying to match plants, localities,
HBG card and descriptions, and getting confirmation from one of the experts. Even here there are
problems, since none of the experts is familiar with all the species? each has been to various different
locations in Mexico and is thus familiar with some, but not all, species. In some cases, it appears none
of them real expertise with some species. In others, they have different views of what the species even
is.

There are still many that remain unidentified, despite the fact | have seen the flowers. Sometimes

they don®t seem to match up with any description
look quite different. As a result, | decided to write up some of these mysteries in the hope that

someday they will be identified. Since | already wrote up my problems with the Hechtia glomerata

and texensis at the HBG, | will call this article Hechtia Mysteries at the HBG, Part 2, and deal with+
montana.

To give you a sense of the difficulty involved in trying to figure this out, | will first share virtually

everything | know about H montana. While | have provided parts of a real botanical description

befor e, | don®t think | [Iiaistbhe cpmplete destreption af H crantamal et e
in Smith & Downs (I have highlighted in red some of the more important features):

i P | impetfectly known probably about 1 m high.

Leavesnumerous in a dense rosette 48cm long;

sheaths large, broadly ate to suborbicular, brown, glabrous or obscurely punctulate;

blades lineatriangular, pungent,-3 cm wide, cinereouscurfy below, appressddpidote andsoon glabrous
and shiny aboviearmed with slenderncinate brown teetiap to 5 mm long and 125 mm apart.

Scape terete, 1 cm in diameter, sparsely floctegieote, soon glabrous;

scapebracts strict, the lower ones foliaceous150cm long, imbricate, the upper lindanceolate, pungent,
remote.

Inflorescence laxly bipinnate, slenderly pyranhjc&b dm long, sparsely whit#éoccose, soon glabrous;
primary bracts lancevate, acuminate, much shorter than the axillary branches, sparsely serrate or entire;
racemes sessile or subsessile, ascending or spreading, laxly flowered especiallystiil#te pliants, up to 16
cm long.

Floral bracts lineatanceolate, acuminate, equaling or exceeding the staminate pedicels, about half as long as
the pistillate pedicels,

flowers spreading; pedicels slender, the stamin&tentnh long, the pistillate-8 mm long Staminate sepals
broadly ovate, acute, 2.5 mm long, thin; pistillate sepals narrowly deltoid, attenuate, 3 mm long, much
thickened at base and bearing 3 prominent nerves;

staminate petals broadly elliptic, obtuse, 4.5 mm long;yellew; pistilate petals deltoid, acuminate, 5 mm
long;

stamens included;

ovary slightly inferior; stigmas sessile.

Capsule ovoid, acute 1 cm long;

seeds oblong or falcate with a narrow dorsal wing which is prolonged at apex into a narrow appendage nearl
long as the seed.



TYPE. T. S. Brandegee s (inolotype, UC), common about San Jose del Cabo along the base of the
mountains, Baja California, Mexico, May 1897.

DISTRIBUTION. Saxicolous, 30@20 m alt., northwestern Mexico.

MEXICO. BAJA CALIFORNIA: Todos SantosBrandegee s (US); San Jose del Cabo, 6 Sep 1891,
Brandegee s (UC); Apr 1897,Brandegee s (F); 26 Mar 1911 Rosel6501 (NY, US); E1 Potrero, 31
Oct 1905,Nelson & Goldmarr244 (BM, US); Puerto Escondido, 14 June 19Rdhnstor4106 (GH,
US); Las Paras, La Giganta, 19 Nov 195Piarbison44956 (SD, US)SONORA Hermosillo, 6 Mar
1910,Rose, Standley & Russé&t474 (F, GH, US); La Palma, Sierra Libres, 9 Mar 1988jgins 6475
(DS, US); San Carlos Bay, Guaymas, 19 Mar 1%3tris874 7 (DS, US)SINALOA: Colomas,
Sierra Madre, 21 Jul 189R0sel806 (US); Creston Island, Mazatlan, 1 Aug 19B@well 10542
(CAS, UsS) . o

Thanks to Derek Butcher ®s materi al s, here is an
Brandagee in 1897.

Thatisit. Thatis all | know! | have some

other pictures of H montanai n Der ek ®s
materials, but | am not sure where they were
collected, and often t he
each other very well. One has flowers, but this
plant look more like glomerata to me.

Probably the best information is provided by

Andy Siekkinen, who has spoken to our club
numerous times, if you are interested. But no
flower pictures.
http://eagleeyetravel.blogspot.com/2013/06/hec

htia-montana-variability -in.html .

Based on what | have found, the only Hechtia

found in Sinaloa and Sonora is H montana,

though there may be others not yet described.

| have found at least six different labelled

Hechtia at HBG from these two states, some of
which have more than one clone. Three are labelled # montana, one is labelled H
podantha(l am certain it is not) and two don®
on three of them, HBG 21506, 21507 and 21508, and wilfocus on these
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One advantage of being a volunteer is that | finally get to ignore those pesky signs
admonishing you to stay on the paths? | get to wander everywhere!. These are in the
middle of one bed off the beaten path.

The numbersandnamesa e t hose found on the tags (1| €
these plants look a bit different, none of them is strikingly so, and before they flowered

| had no problem thinking they were all H montana. Notice there are three specimens

of HBG 21506, and it turns out there are both male and female plants.
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{While | can®t f

for HBG 21506, the label

and computer records

0 (W4 % reveal it was collected in

@ @@= ". Guirocoba, Sonora by
{"/ Robert Foster. Here is the

male plant, followed by the

" female plant.



Female

species

Héchtia podahtha / 3
FALSE AGAVE TA

Mexico Bromeliaced y
RFoster sn. 21506 /

Here is HBG 21507, collected by the same fellow in Guasimas, Sonora.

All three of the
above plants look
extremely similar.
They all clump the
same way, are
somewhat scurfy
with thin leaves and
most have a bit of
hair on the spines. So
| was quite surprised
when | first saw that
21506 was labelled
podanthaand 21507
montana. When |
later learned that
podanthais not
found anywhere near
Sonora, well that
cinched it.



