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next meetingsaturday Feb. 6, 2016 @ 10:00 am

Sepulveda Garden Cergr

AGENDA

9:307 SETUP& SOCIALIZE

10:00- Door Prizei arrive before 10:00
10:05-Welcome Visitors and New MemberMake
announcements

10:15- IntroduceSpeaker:Nels Christianson

Program Topic fiNortheastern Mexico Part 10

Nels visited Northeastern
Mexico in June 2015
with the Cactus and
Succulent Society of
America. In this
program he will share his 5
experiences in the states®
of Hidalgo, Querétaro &
and San Luis PotasiThe £
photosinclude a mixture [
of landscapes,
Bromeliads, cacti and
succulents.

We are lucky to havenemberdike Nelswho loveto
traveland to sharéhose experiences with.udels has
been a membaf SFVBSfor a long time now that he
hasretiredwe feel fortunate tsee him more often.

16633Magnolia Blvd.

Encino, California 91316

Nels loves plants; he has more than 500n&liads,

cacti and succulents and many are staged and growin
in his own pottery.He is fluent in English, Spanish
andPortugueseHe has traveled to Latin America

more than 2 dozen time&lels studied Political Sci.,
Hispanic Civilizationand LatinAmerican Studies in

the USA and Brazilian literature in Brazil. He also
judges poetry and several of his poems about nature
have been publishedDo n tiss thismeeting

11:15- Refreshment Break Will the following
members please provide refhenents this monthiKaz
Benadom, Cristy Brenner, Pat Byrne, Jeannette
Bond, Mike Boess, Mary Chan, Albert Chang, Kim
Thorpe and anyone else who has a shack they would
liketoshare.l f you candét contr |
stay awayé. nextsirhe yourcome. g
Questions about refreshments? Contact Kathleen at
8184026031 orleenest@aol.com

f you dondt contr
refreshment table, please make a small donation to
(feed the kitty jar) on the table; this helps fund the
coffee breaks

11:30- For Show and Tell please bring a plant
11:457 Mini Auction: members contribute
12:0071 Raffle: We need each member to donate
12:15- Pick Up around your area

12:307 Meeting is oved Drive Safely <>
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Mary K is taking a look back at last monéhe . As usual we had lots of great food for the

lunch. Kathleenis doing a great job taking over refreshments and she also added some photos from the meet
to facebook. Il dondt have the | i st -btelraflehaadn ks t
mini-auction. Please welcomeewmemben/ulthya Suor. At the meeting we tried testing two 2 different
portable speakers but there didndot seem to be mu

Announcements:
1 Happy February Birthday to Kim Thorpe 1, Mary K. 8", Gregg DeChirico 6, Nels
Christianson 18, Teresa Campbell4 and Vuthya Suor.

1 Mailing Membership Renewalsto our club P.O. Boxis very good.However the envelopes
must be mailed using theme of the club We cannot usanindividual®s name.Some letters were
returned to setter. When rentinga P.O. Box youmustlist names to receive mail there. Those names are
posted on the back side for the postal empl®mterral;and thg have instructiongot to place mail in
that box other thafor those namelisted Butof courset depends on who is working that diaylust mail
to SFVBSmembershipand you will be fine

1 Speakers- Let us know if you have any ideas for Speakers about Bromeliads or any similar topics? We
are always looking for an interesting speaker. If yaoar loé someone, please notify John Martinez
johnwm6425@gmail.comor Mary K. at 8187054728 or email rango676@aol.conx>

Please pay your 2016 Membership Dues

NEED TO RENEW 72 ¢ ¢ Pay at the meeting to:Joyce- Membership Chair

or Mail checkto: SFVBS membership- p.o. Box 16561 Encino, CA 914166561
Yearly Membershippues $10.00 for a single or couple

If there is rain please chewkeb page, email or phone messagbefore leaving home for the meeting.

Saturday Mar 5, 2016 SFVBS Regular meetinigspeakeGuillermo Rivera
Saturday April 2, 2016 Speaker Andy Siekkinen r azi |l Part 11 : ¢
Sat. & Sun. April 30-May 1, 2016 LaBallona Bromeliad She & Sale
SaurdayMay 7, 2016 SFVBS Regular meeting STBA
SaurdayJune 4, 2016 SFVBS Regular meeting STBA
Sat & Sun June 1112, 2016 SFVBS Show & Sale w/ the Cactus Club
Saturday July 2, 2016 SFVBS Regular meeting STBA
Saturday August 6, 261 SFVBS Regular meetirig
Sat. & Sun. Aug &, 2016 So. Bay Bromeliad Show & Sale
Saturday Sept 3, 2016 SFVBS Regular meeting STBA
Saturday Oct 1, 2016 SFVBS Regular meeting STBA
Saturday Nov 5, 2016 SFVBS Regular meeting STBA
Saturday Dec , 3016 SFVBS Regular meeting STBA
Saturday Jan 7, 2017 SFVBS Regular meeting STBA

STBA = Speaker To Be Announced
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Really?! - Pitcairnia

Having made you all suffer through the first column of Really?!, and continuing with Part 2 below, a
bonus calmn is included. This is the type of article | had expected to write when | started Taxonomic
Tidbits.

Pitcaimmiad on 6t seem to be commonly cultivated, a
especially Bob W. and Gr egghe Bhostattrdchive yromeliads.0 t s e €
Undoubtedly there are some that are quite pretty, even out of flower.

But some/many/most?? have a great inflorescence, like the one below first described by Prof. Werne
R a u hPRitcairnia fubro-nigriflora, ANewPit ar i ni a. o 34(5) BSJ 222 (:
mountainous forests (800m) of northeast Peru, and at least at that time had no known relationship to
another species. Rauh named it after the two colored sepals, which he said give the impression the
flowmers ar e already open before the petals devel
focused on the thin white margins. They also have black pedicels. Alas, the second picture shows v
the genus might not be so popular. Both photos by Prdf,R=145) BSJ cover and p 223 (1984).

Journal
of The Bromeliad Society

VOLUME XXXIV ®  SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 1984 e  NUMBERS5

Some tidbits. P felicianamay be the only bromeliad that grows outside of the Ameritasrived in
west Africa millions of years ago. Unl i ke mc
photosynthesis. Fally, you might be surprised to learn tiiatcairnia is the second largest bromeliad
genus, the first being Tillandsia. According to the Bromeliad Taxon List, there are 405 species, whic
is just one less than the combined totahethmeandNeoregelid




A tener tenera tenerum frenum , vel mica of Botanical Notitia Nomenclature vel Biochemistry
illi alio interested in Bromeliaceae. Really?!

The first column covered the background to this new and hopefully successful column. Many in the Club
believe the background might eventually end up as a movie on the Life channel, and a movie committee has
been formed to investigate. In any case, the Committee hired a new consultant to make the final decisions,
which are as follows.

The author of Tidbits Wliwrite this column, but Club members are encouraged to submit columns. The only
limitation on subject matter is that at least some of the columns have some relationship to bromeliads, or at Ie
other words with 4 or more syllables.

Pay was heavilypegotiated, with the author receiving a monthly fee for each column that is the same as the fe
for the Tidbits column. The author wanted more, which the Club refused. Club members who wrote a colum
would be paid the same fee. To avoid conflicts, colistrwill receive the same fee even if another club

member writes the column. Finally, club members who actually read the columns may apply for the same fee
Really!

The author may use words such as fl ,isthasfhesmrapprdvedibyn e
counsel, who have established a new language, calledlisfis Wisglish is identical to English except that
the words Al , 0 fAimeo Amineo and the | ike are here
apper in Wiglish, with the understanding that all Club members be conversant wgisigand translate the
articles into English as they read them.

The final matter for this column was the title itself. Believe it or not, millions are spent on finding a
appropriate name for a product, especially autom
evidenced by the Ford Probe. Since the subcommittee rejected Taxonomic Tomes for the old column, this
columni st though Taixxomeenmv & i Til debintisg,htr ebeel Iy ! 0 T a x
but this columnist didndét really know whet her a
figure that out, finding onmordsedli ndft ifomo d.fo t iTdhoiis
negotiate a side contract to further investigate the difference, but the Board held firm.

This columnist then considered whether the column should be in Latin, since botanical descriptions have
historically bea in Latin, and the Club expects that almost all its members are fluent. This columnist decided
t hat was too much, especially since he doesndt Kk
objected to a Latin title, which angered thiduwnnist, who consulted an attorney and was advised that the
contract gave him wide | atitude. He threatened
Latin. Despite his concerns that one reader knows Latin, and might realize thiglwrigm 6t , t hi s ¢
s et t | eAdtener eera tefierum frenum , vel mica of Botanical Notitia Nomenclature vel

Biochemistry illi alio interested in Bromeliaceae 6 I n t he unli kely event you
one website for translation,its means fAA del i cate bit, or morsel,
Bi ochemistry for those interested in Bromeliacea

Finally, the columnist realized other topics might exist. Though doubtfully of interest, one might write about
bromeliadcultivation, or pretty cultivars. Or the upcoming HillaFyump mixed martial arts event. Really???
Still undecided, the columnist reread the draft and noticed a patteatly. It just about covers everythiing
surprise, disbelief or shock the authould even bother to write about the topic. So there you have it
Really!?




Taxonomic Tidbits 2 The Rise (and Fall?) of
Orthophytumjust how many are there?

By Mike Wisnev, SFVBS President mwisnev@sbcglobad.net)
San Fernando Valley Bromeliad Society Newsletter 2 February 2016

How many of you own a@rthophytun? | would guess about halmost likelyO guerkenor O glabrum
There seem toeba handful of others you see now and then, more in Florida based on articles in the Journal of
the Bromeliad Society (AJBSO from now on). But

The Basics. Here are two, both from Bill BakelO guerkenis on the left and O Staghts, a cross dD

guerkeni x O sucrepn the right. While they look rather different than many of the other Bromeliads we grow,
they seem a lot like @ptanthust hough | donét grow many ofGivenitsose e
popularity, | was surprised to learn O guerkeni was described in 1983!

The genus showed up long ago, in 1854, when it was described by J. D. Beer. (While Beer named the genu:s
did not publish a new species, but instead cited an unnamed collectiontiedtitioO glabrumat a later

time. ) While the name sounds nice, | am not sure it is overly hélafoparently it derivesdm the Greek

flortho® ( st r aphgdmt )( pa nadn tf) . I n 1908, Ernst Ul e named
foundin an expedition to Bahia, Brazil. These genera and the two sp@riesfeaeamoenaand
Cryptanthopsisaxicola(meaning a plant resemblil@ryptanthusgrowing on rocks) both ended up in
Orthophytum
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Here isOrthophytum glabrum

brought in by Steve Ball tone of
our Club meetings. Unlike those
above, this one looks a lot like a
Dyckial not like one of the grea
hybrids we usually see, but a
more mundan®yckiaspecies.
But its leaves are softer than mo
Dyckia

Orthophytum glabrum

of Steve Ball, (wisnev photo)

The two pictures above show why one can think of them as sort of beBmgalanthusandDyckia

Taxonomically, however, this is completely wrong. They are members of the Bromelioideae subfamily, and a
in fact related tcCryptanthus. Dgkiaare in a whole different subfamiilyso despite the similarity of some to
Dyckia, they are related only by both being Bromeliads. Hieethig each evolved on unrelated paths to have

a somewhat similar look

| think the picture below is from a booklted Bromeliads in the Brazilian Wilderness (1993) by Elton M. C.
Leme, Luiz Claudio Marigo, and Carolyn Brissett.

Orthophytum saxicola features
interesting variations within a
single population. It is found in
clusters of completely green
plants, while other groups have
an attractive bronze tint.

Right: view of its habitat.




Orthophytuns propagate themselves in all sorts of ways. Some pup at the base. Others grow on lon
or short stolons, or underground rhizeen Many also are viviparoiigheir inflorescence pups out all
over the place after they flower. These last ones are bit unique in another way. While we all know tt
many, if not most, Bromeliads will die after flowering, this process can take nmonykars depending

on the plant. Thus, your plant may be a single rosette, flower, pup once so you have two plants but
then the mama fades away and you are back to one.

SomeOrthophyturs can be a bit different they can be more like Agéveg the timethey are done
fl owering t her e iidghel@advesimvebeenaldsorbed tpdroducd thelinofescence.
But dondét throw the plhaonpte,f uolrl yt hiet iwiiflllo rpeuspc eir

This raises some questionsnaybea reader will know?
do any Bromeliads that have a terminal inflorescence
continue to live after flowering?

The HBG conservancy has some Bromeliads
there. Here are two clones©@fmegelhasehat
have already flowered. You can see how the
plants stretclout while about to flower they
dondt | o olxckiasmawh Mdrei k e
importantly, you can see three pups growing at
the top of the inflorescence. One article
suggested these pups can be tough to root if you
take them up, even if a decent size, sodeav
them as long as possible.

Unlike a lot of other members of their subfamily, they
dondt grow on trees. Th
primarily in rocky habitats, often on rock and sometim
in the ground. It seems all of them grow in eastern
Brazil in the Atlantic Rain Forest, typically on inselberg
in Minas Gerais or Espirito Santo, along the Espinhac
Range which ranges from Minas Gerais to Bahia. (Yd
can learn a lot of about geography, climate and geolog
by studying plants if you are inested.) While they
may grow in harsh environments, articles | have seen
indicate they can grow well in soil with liberal doses o
fertilizer. Some of them are quite spectacular, especially
while flowering. Their leaves, which range from green to siliten a vivid red at the center.




Complexes and Subcomplexes Judge Elton M. C. Lemehas made huge contributions to the world of
Bromeliads. For example, hewrote separate books onNidularium, Canistrum and Canistropsis . He

has also studied Orthophyt um extensively - more on this later. In 2004, he informally grouped into

the Orthophytum species into complexes and subcomplexes.Studies orOrthophytum,an Endemic

Genus of Brazit Part Iby Elton M. C. Lemen J. Brom. Soc. 54(1): 38. 2004. Sinceh aven ®t seen
even if) Leme defines these terms, | can®t tell
My sense is that he considers them informal groups that may well end up being valid taxonomic

groups with more study.

Leme starts out by dividing the species into two complexes. If you look at the pictures above, you
have a pretty good chance of guessing how Leme divided them. One good guess, given my text, but
not correct is whether they look more like Cryptanthus or Dyckia. Instead, he used the inflorescence.
As noted above, many have long inflorescences like O megelhases? this is the scapose inflorescence
complex. A smaller number of them, however, have their flowers growing low in the rosette, much
like O saxicola Thisis the sessile inflorescence complex. In turn, he then divides each complex into
three subcomplexes. Each is discussed below.

Sessile inflorescence complex? subcomplex amoenum. Let®s start with the
Leme has three complexes, nost in subcomplex amoenum which are characterized being stemless,
turning red while flowering and with white or pale colored petals.

Below is Orthophytum amoenum in flower. As you can see, its leaves have turned

a brilliant red, and it has white
flowers. This picture above is from
Bromeliario Imperialis, run by
Oscar Ribeiro who has found at
least four new Bromeliad species.
His website has lots of great
information.
http://imperialis.com.br/. In the
section called ~Abo
“This site comes to light as a source
of information for botanical experts
and amateurs such as me.

Orthophytum amoenum
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The photos of remote habitats are a vivid register of the wilderness where nature still reigns
undisturbedand where | feel free and fulfilled |Iike a
our hobby often provides the same feeling 2 the beauty of these exotic plants fills us with the same

wonder we had as children when everything was a novelty.

lhavenot cOotmphyt@ramoensinbeforei is it in cultivation? One article says it can be
rather variable both in terms of size and color. That article compared it to a similar species,

Orthophytumnavioides t hat i s wel | k nown an derseang ane before.v a
This species has smaller spines that are more demsahged tha®rthophytumamoenum In flower,
its floral bractsarg r een, whil e the | eaves turn green, ¢

imagine why anyone might like it!

Orthophytum naviodes photo

by Oscar Ribeiro

Vagans subcomplex In 2004, each of the other two subcomplexes
had one only species. One is thevaganssubcomplex which differs
quite a bit since it has a stem, and green petals (with white
margins) that form a bit of club shape.

Orthophytum vagans:
from JBS 57(4):149152. 2007.

If you look closely, you can the petals are green with white margins.
But this subcomplex has grown. In that article, he describes a new
membe of this sub complexD pseudovagansObviously it is similar, but
has an interesting mix of features; its stem and petals are shorter, but its
leaves and sepals are longer.

Figure 7. The distinctly caulescent habit of
Orthophytum vagans M. B. Foster
Photo by E. Leme.



Leme had previously describ&édrthophytum zanoniin this same complex. JBS34:-88 (2004)
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